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You Call Yourself A Christian. 


You say that you have surrendered your 
entire life to God, and you're living in 
the Promised Land of your salvation. 


But it seems that the feeling of fulfillment was temporary-replaced by 
emptiness. Sickness has crept in where health should be. What about 
your finances? You thought you would be rich, not just living from day 
to day. Depression has become a way of life. The feeling of freedom and 
power has been replaced by bondage and fear. 


But God loves His people, and He loves you too much to let you shrivel 
up in a dungeon of depression or helplessness. In the days of the Old 
| Testament, God sent men and women with the authority to deliver His 
people from oppression, even when they didn’t deserve His mercy. These 
deliverers were called “judges,” because they brought His justice and 
mercy into balance in the lives of His people. Today, you have the great- 
est Judge of all-Jesus Christ. 


G. E. Patterson challenges you to let Christ break the shackles of low 
self-esteem, poverty, and spiritual dryness off your life. Open your heart 
to His righteous judgments, and you will find His offer of forgiveness, 
grace, and new freedom! With Jesus the Deliverer on your side, 
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_——, Inauguration Ceremony =— 


Bishop Jerry Macklin 7 


By Dr. David A. Halll, Sr. 


St. Louis, Missouri - Bishop J. O. Patterson, Jr., and the General 
Assembly inaugurated Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake before a 
packed sanctuary of well wishing saints. The saints were gathered in 
St. Louis as delegates of the annual Leadership Conference. Due to 
the special election conducted during the Centennial Holy 
Convocation, the Chairman, authorized an installation for Bishop 
Blake, his assistant presiding officers and the General Secretary. 
Kinnerly Temple Church Of God In Christ was the backdrop for the 
inauguration and the truly splendid ecclesiastical event was carried 
out flawlessly. The highly decorative and deeply ritualistic service 
was carried over the worldwide internet. 


Dr. Harold V. Bennett was presented with the awe- 
some task of preaching the inaugural message. As he 
stood behind the pulpit, he examined the faces of ser- 
vant leaders who have distinguished themselves 
before God and man. Bennett is the President Dean 
of Mason Theological Seminary and one prepared to 
deliver such a message. He informed The Whole 
Truth magazine the inaugural event was the most 
prestigious ecclesiastical setting he had ever 
addressed. Dr. Bennett has lectured over seas and 
before many international conferences. Before him 
sat the ordained leadership of the Church Of God In 


Christ. He sincerely wanted to make an impact in the most positive 


q 
a 


way. 


Behind Bishop Blake sat the General Board of Bishops, the Board of 
Bishops, and General leadership of the Church. Dressed in full 
ecclesiastical attire and looking as holy as the court of the Lord God 
Almighty, Dr. Bennett was acutely aware that his remarks were sig- 
nificant to the public process. He was helping to put in place and 
affirm the vote of November 2007, that gave Bishop Blake the 
largest majority in the Church's history. The inauguration is where 
credibility and the mantle of authority are merged in full view. No 
one can deny or doubt the appointments, decisions and policies the 
new administration passes on, after the inaugural event. By the lay- 


Bishop E.J. Wright 


ing on of hands the blessing, the power of sanction and leadership 
are embodied in the man. The new leader in turn demonstrates 
acceptance of the people’s confidence and blessing as the will of 


God. 


For this occasion, Dr. Bennett selected scripture from Isaiah 42: 1- 
4, and he selected the subject, “Positioning The Church Of God In 
Christ To Speak Eloquently.” He listed some daunting facts that 
support the need for eloquent speaking. He informed the gathering 
that every minute, a Black youth is arrested. Every minute a Black 
child is born to an unmarried woman. Every five 
hours in America, a Black youth is a victim of homi- 
cide. Sixty-six percent of marriages among African- 
Americans end in divorce. Everyday a young person 
under the age of twenty-five dies from an HIV infec- 
tion. Dr. Bennett stated emphatically the Church Of 
God In Christ has to do something about these situa- 
tions. 


Dr. Bennett was resolute that our Presiding Bishop 
Blake is a servant of the Lord, and his leadership is key 
to bringing new realities and hopes to our horizon. 
His message was lifted from the prophetic utterances 
of Isaiah and in the mode of the prophet. Bennett 
insisted that Bishop Blake should be about justice! Moral authority 
and moral leadership are critical for this sick world. In the tradition 
of the Hebrew term, Mishpat, justice, fairness, righteousness, Dr. 
Bennett encouraged the Bishop that he and his administration 
should stand for justice. More than ever, our Presiding Bishops 
stand in public view as purveyors of God’s will. Our leader is already 
on the world stage as one of integrity and a person who will follow 
the guiding light of principle. He stands for holiness and reflects the 
image of God in its purest sense. For years, Bishop Blake has been 
a leading person in the administration of aid for the most vulnera- 


ble and helpless: children. 


The message made a clarion statement the Presiding Bishop must 


continued on page 7 
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apply a definition of what true holiness is. Second, the Church Of 
God In Christ must sculpt organizational structure, so that relevant 
national programs can be our voice in the world. We have a spiritu- 
al and a social agenda that must speak to ills of humankind. 
Furthermore, the Church Of God In Christ must maximize and 
take advantage of the trained, committed and Holy Ghost filled per- 
sons of our ranks. Our language, discipline, and culture must 
remain valid and practical in the context of the world’s troubles. The 
resources of the Church must be better utilized by the sanctified 
people entrusted with ministry. Finally, the Church must take full 
advantage of the media. We need to saturate the world with our 
message. Bishop Blake has long wanted to conquer the digital divide 
and control our own communications in real time. Our digital des- 
tiny should be in our hands and initiated to best suit our purposes. 


When the preacher sat down, he had delivered a profound es 


ment. When Bishop J.O. Patterson, Jr. stood to perform the act of 
inauguration, the saints were ready to begin the next chapter. The 
oath of office given to Bishop Blake was God’ s will. Bishop J. O. 
Patterson, Jr. installed the chief proponent for righteousness and the 
advocate for Pentecostalism. He furnished the authority and privi- 
lege of the office both constitutionally and spiritually upon a deserv- 
ing and worthy man. Now, Bishop Blake is responsibile as a God 
assigned agent and leader of the greatest Church in the world: The 
Church Of God In Christ. With the vestments, symbols, seals, and 
expressions of the office, Bishop Blake is equipped to lead us on to 
glory. O 


Let us each pray for our leader! 
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In the cool environs of a wintery St. Louis, Missouri, the Church Of 
God In Christ gathered to have the 2008 Leadership Conference. 
The city whose majestic Arch opens the way to the West, Cardinal 
Baseball, and friendly people, would entertain saints who were deter- 
mined to launch 2008’s ministry to a world in need. There God’s 
people assembled at the Renaissance Grand Hotel and received the 
blessings of God and instruction from the leadership. The confer- 
ence was business like and yet spiritual. The saints in attendance 
expected perspectives on organizational development, planning of 
ministry activities, and worship while relishing their moments for 
social renewal and some light hearted leisure. 


Yearly, the Church provides fresh and interesting seminars that lead 
to dialogue and reflection about ministry. There is a talent pool 
within our Church that has so much to give, and the leadership con- 
ference provided its talented ones a showcase. The conference ses- 
sions were filled to capacity and offered lively and in-depth discus- 
sions about ministry, organizational, and departmental activities. 
Delegates attending the leadership conference always leave enriched 
and blessed by the spiritual but practical instruction. Conference 
2008 was no exception to the norm. 


The friendly bishops and saints of the St. Louis area extended their 
hearts and hands to meet the conference needs at every turn. 
Presiding Bishop Charles Blake and his team met delegates of the 
Church Of God In Christ with a warm embrace and bright smiles. 
He was there to project his vision and capture the opportunity for a 
productive year. Against the backdrop of the Centennial 
Convocation that was a tremendous inspiration and organizational 
success, the conference committee worked hard to keep the energy 
going. Bishop Blake won an unprecedented landslide election at 
the November Convocation. The large majority gave him a clarion 
mandate to titular authority and progressive administrative action. 
In St. Louis, Missouri he started to unveil his administration. 


There was a very unique presentation waiting for the delegates. This 
presiding officer endeavored to bring innovative, if not definitive 


LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 


change to the organization. As the conference went forward, the 
saints were impressed with the proposed programs and appoint- 
ments the Presiding Bishop scheduled. First Assistant Presiding 
Bishop P.A. Brooks and Second Assistant Presiding Bishop Jerry W. 
Macklin orchestrated programming, seminars, and worship services 
that were wonderful. They obviously followed the desires of Bishop 
Blake who released an Apostolic Missive calling for Holiness- 
Pentecostal fervor. The Presiding Bishop encouraged the Church to 
maintain the resurrection power that Christ delivered to the saints. 


Talented seminar lecturers provided class after class of informative 
instruction. The conference is usually characterized with demon- 
strations of proven ministries, techniques, and ideas that delegates 
can implement in their local churches. Every speaker proved their 
worth and the committee must be commended for another leader- 
ship conference of good news and curriculum for supporting minis- 
terial needs. 


Bishop Jerry Macklin presented a futuristic presentation of proposed 
Headquarters building and other programmatic ventures. This 
administration is bound to move the Church Of God In Christ for- 
ward as never before. The late Bishop G. E. Patterson brought the 
Church great strides. His renowned preaching and tele- evangelistic 
work exposed the Church before segments of the world’s population 
that were not aware of us. The Blake administration is demonstrat- 
ing its flair and deep commitment to ministry by moving the 
Church Of God In Christ forward through digital and technologi- 
cal advances. Bishop Blake announced visionary ideas that suggest 
his approach would take the organization in directions never per- 
ceived. He and the youthful and progressive Bishop Macklin were 
quick to challenge the saints to prepare for challenge, change, and 
meaningful success. Mobilizing and galvanizing the saints for the 
21st century is a main part of their agenda. Foundations of faith and 
our Pentecostal flavor will be advanced more thoroughly and aggres- 
sively through the proposed directives of our Presiding Bishop. 


To advance his agenda, Bishop Blake announced new personnel. 


Be 
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These individuals are to establish better links of communication 
between the Church and the office of the Presiding Bishop. They 
will in part be responsible for implementation of many new tech- 
nologies and organizational disciplines that would enhance, if not 
revolutionize the Church Of God In Christ. Time and implemen- 
tation will enable the saints to recognize the Presiding Bishop is 
moving to heighten operations, efficiency in departments, staff and 
ministry, while maintaining a sense of holiness that is the brand of 
the Church Of God In Christ. Bishop presented Elders James Smith 
and Dickerson L.S. Wells as his Senior Executive Administrators. 
Elder Smith will handle immediate executive responsibilities at the 
Los Angeles office and Elder Wells will field the Memphis 


Headquarters responsibilities. 


The administration announced the coming physical changes to the 
Mason Temple property. The large brick dormitory building on the 
campus will find new status and utility under the Blake administra- 
tion. Bishop Macklin spoke in visionary terms as he informed the 
saints about the oval office that will be the new official headquarters 
of our presiding prelate. Utilizing the historic buildings on the cam- 
pus is a stroke of genius and will create legacy for the historic fore- 
parents of the Church. This generation will neither waste time nor 
opportunity for advancement. 


Everything Presiding Bishop Blake and Bishop Macklin proposed or 
suggested concerning headquarter’s operations and development 
were received with genuine applause. The implementation of their 
innovative programs, enhanced business procedures and potential 
renovation of campus buildings proved visionary. Bishop Blake, 
known for being talented and gifted, would have an opportunity to 
do what he never believed possible. He commented, “I was satisfied 
with my position. Knowing that I and Bishop G.E. Patterson were 
about the same age, I made myself content with my position as First 
Assistant Presiding Bishop. Serving with Bishop G.E. Patterson was 
for me, the will of God. However, the Lord presented me with this 
opportunity to serve His Church in the lead titular role. It will be 
my hope and prayer to serve and make our Church a better organi- 
zation. 


Bishop Blake has received world acclaim for his aid to Africa’ chil- 
dren and various other humanitarian projects. He brought Dr. 
Eugene Rivers forward to unveil a plan to position our Church in 
the foreground of social change. Dr. Rivers is well known for his 
community action and response to social challenges. He announced 
the coming Civil Rights week of activities surrounding the com- 
memoration of Dr. Martin Luther King’s assassination. Mason 
Temple will be the focal point of activity that should say to the 
world, that our Pentecostal strength and faith could be used to re- 
energize the civil rights movement for social/political change and 
human rights. This celebration would offer our message that has 
traditionally been interpreted as only spirit to a country in need of 
practical faith. The visionary language used to describe this admin- 
istration could make impact upon our society, and would usher in 
a new era in the Church Of God In Christ’s social response to criti- 
cal urban and racial problems. 


i+) 


The Official web-site of the Office 
of the President Bishop of 
The Church of God in Christ. 


New and Streaming Video 
Announcements 
Theological Perspectives 
Prayer & Devotional 
Online Office 

- Staff Directory 

- Calendar 

- Contact Us 

- Networking 


is constantly upgrading a 
attempting to provide time 
and important news of the 
Church Of God In Christ. 
Every saint, but especially 
credential holders, should receive 
the magazine. It only costs $20.00. 
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Los Angeles 


Digital Divide ~ 


ing Bishop was a gracious host 


By Dr. David A. Hall, Sr. 


Los Angeles, California - They came to hear a vision and propel the 
Church Of God In Christ toward a date in destiny to overcome the 
“Digital Divide.” Presiding Bishop Charles Blake pulled together 
some of the brightest minds and significantly positioned individuals 
in the Church to begin a progressive dialogue and implement our 
expansion into the digital world. Our leader envisions the Church on 
a trek where it has never gone before, but is a necessary journey in 
order to maintain our development in this dynamic world. The 
Church must have the electronic network to keep pace with the 
world. 


Three poignant and essential challenges were discussed. Bishop Blake 
hopes to create a means for the entire Church to effectively commu- 
nicate worldwide. He hopes to establish the means for the member- 
ship and officials of the Church to tell our story in real time. Finally, 
he wants to create a means by which conference registration can be 
done by the individuals online. These three objectives should help 
make our goal to be a productive digitally astute institution a reality. 


Obviously, the Church must own, control and continue to expand its 
own website. How does one begin to fine the expertise and resources 
to accomplish this? The Presiding Bishop started at home with the 
organization's best minds and then companies who are on the cutting 
edge of technology. Assembled for two days of intense and meaning- 
ful discussion, the group forged in concept and principle a way to 
achieve the goal of overcoming the digital divide. 


In March of 2008, department heads, the technologically sophisticat- 
ed and those of bold ideas met with Presiding Bishop Blake and 
Second Assistant Presiding Bishop Jerry W. Macklin to challenge the 


group to think out side the box. These two giants of ecclesiastical 
progress hope to negotiate the Church Of God In Christ next moves 
to prominence and professionalism. They are acutely aware that chal- 
lenge can be more easily achieved with digital abilities. Everything 
the leadership can do to help the Church Of God In Christ keep pace 
with the world must be done. “We gather here to think and talk and 
examine the necessary steps to make our forward progress possible”, 
said the Presiding Bishop. The beautifully adorn West Angeles 
Church and the staff members made the group comfortable. The rig- 
ors of the meeting were manageable by them and the lovely, First 
Lady Mae Blake. The West Angeles environment and the staffs 
thoughtful support helped the ideas and discussion to flow continu- 
ously. 


One by one the Church's professionals and technicians of digital 
means addressed the group. The Department heads spoke of the 
advantages digital sophistication would bring. The working sessions 
helped build a consensus of opinion throughout the room that our 
gathering was the will of God. Representatives of the AIM family, 
Headquarters Church staff, and persons of goodwill made the invest- 
ment to provide an agenda for overcoming the digital divide. 


As the diverse constituencies blended minds and experiences to pro- 
duce a unique look at the situation, Bishop Blake introduced a com- 
pany called Bold New World. This California based digital compa- 
ny is vying for the contract to help the Church in its quest. Company 
officials and mid level management personnel were on hand to 
answer questions. The company has a distinguished record of accom- 
plishment in providing institutions like the Church Of God In Christ 
with the means to build it own digital website and structure. O 
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Dr. D.A. Hall offers 
Publishing House support 
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Pastor Swam reviews subcommittee work 


Group leaders encourage participation 


Stop The Fraud 
Editorial 


Dr. David Allen Halll, Sr. 


Saints are people of faith. Faith requires that we demonstrate compassion and outreach 


that would prevent suffering and loss. When we hear a sad story or feel impressed to do 
something to alleviate need, we spring into action. There is no more an altruistic group than the . ints of God 
Hospitality is our middle name and sacrifice is essential, part and parcel of our makeup. We are careful how we tre 


strangers. 


There comes a time when issues must be addressed. Now is such a time! There is a great fraud being perpetrated on 
the saints. This past month, I received three phone calls from saints around the country. Each of them recounted 
a story of how an individual called them claiming either to be me, Dr. David Hall, or my niece. The story is a tale 
about her being broken down on the highway enroute to a city. The story further relates how she and her children 
are without funds and need money; money that I will gladly pay back. To make the story more interesting the caller 


says she is an organist and choir leader, looking to join the church upon their arrival. 


The immediate reaction has been to help this individual with money. The pastor or his saints feel they can be of serv- 
ice while possibly gaining a new member who was coming specially to join the church. Too many persons have been 
swindled out of money because this convincing liar has such appeal. There are no children, no broke down auto and 
especially no Dr. David Hall instructing the call be made. The pastors who have responded only find out in the end 
that the whole scenario is not true. All these individuals want is money. The only thing happening is the wicked 


have ripped off the righteous. 


Recently, fraud of this type has happened to saints in South Carolina, Oklahoma and Alabama. These fine people 
have each been robbed of several hundreds of dollars. I have stated over and over again that I have never asked any- 
body to send my stranded niece money. If my niece’s car broke down, I would send her the money. My good friend 


and brother, the late Elder A. Z. Hall, past General Secretary of the Church Of God In Christ was abused in the same 


way, by theses crooks. 


I have called the FBI and local police authorities about this evil and illegal hustle. This editorial is the best way I know 
to send the entire Church Of God In Christ a message to be careful. Should anyone call you on a weekend with this 
lie, don't believe it. Please, don’t automatically send them money. Don't take the attitude that God will get them. 


You be responsible and call the Church Of God In Christ Publishing House at 901-744-0477, or call me on my cell 


phone. Ask your bishop because most of them know how to reach me. 
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humane individual: Bi 


Of God In Christ was filled to capacity bad cheeollesial representa- | 


tion from Bishops, Pastors and Clergy Professionals from every ref- 
ormation were on hand. A great warrior of righteousness an elo- 
quent statesman from the kingdom was being remembered. The 
Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake, a long term protege and friend 
served as Chief Officiant. 


The First Assistant Presiding Bishop, Bishop P. A. Brooks and 
Second Assistant Presiding Bishop, Bishop Jerry W. Macklin stood 
in support with the remainder of the General Board of Bishops. 
There was not a man nor woman there who could not recount a 
favorite story about Bishop O. T:. Jones. The remembrance of his 
devotion to the Church Of God In Christ will keep everyone in awe 
of this nature. 


The following is the obituary that accounts for the life and ministry 
of Bishop O.T. Jones. 


Bishop Ozro Thurston Jones, Jr., a native of Arkansas, was born on 
July 12, 1922, the eldest son of the late Bishop and Mrs. Neanza 
Jones. He received his early childhood education in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. Like his father before him, Bishop Jones was reared in 
a home that was Christ-centered and that esteemed the Word of 
God as supreme. After committing his life to the Lord at age twelve, 
he responded to the call to the Gospel ministry. 


Early life: After graduation from Overbrook High School, Bishop 
Jones entered Temple University where he received a B.S. degree in 
Education; M.A. in Sociology; S.T-B in Theology, and later the 
S.T.M. After completing and defending his doctoral dissertation 
addressing “The Meaning of the Moment in Existential Encounter 
According To Soren Kiekegaard,” Bishop Jones received his doctor- 
ate in the area of Sacred Theology. 


A humble servant of Christ: In 1941, Bishop was appointed by his 
father as leader to the Young People’s Church at Holy Temple. He 
served in that capacity for 9 years, during which time a large num- 


. - ‘ . a | a a 

ARAN i _. AN ‘i NAN aye ANN i 

» | 7 7 Ly 7 L 7 - 
. . 


ny i A iN 
Ly . i 7 - ro A iN ly A in 
ANN A 


ae a ey ad 


a 
a . 


. Aa 

A . 
— 
y | _ 


_ 


_. 
‘ Le 


NY \ 
AN re “ ‘i 

_ \ y — — — 

| a 7 yo a 


- 
A 
\ . - 


‘ 
rae 


a A yy 
LL ‘ - _ 
: 
TD a 7 a 


SS a 
AS 
7 


) y So ae Cs _ : a a 7 Ly . a 
. . ‘ / 


‘ a : . \ 
SEG RAN . ‘ AN ‘ 
av yj a 7 7 “ TA v \ AN \ oC a Kt 


. y 
_ )” LD 


i 
AN 


cine 
“ \ io \ 


e\ era 


He organized ‘and led the Tuesday night Young People’s Church 
Service, which became one of the best attended youth services in the 


city. 


He initiated The Sons of Gideon and Daughters of Ruth groups, 
devotional committees for young men and young women, respec- 
tively. 


He founded The Young People’s Choral, organized with the assis- 
tance of his sister Jean, Mrs. John Anderson of Detroit. 


Bishop Jones also inspired the Upper Room Fellowship, a prayer 


hour for spiritual development and sharing. 


In 1949, he became missionary of the Church Of God In Christ to 
West Africa. During this time he served as: 


Liaison Minister for the Church Of God In Christ in 


Monrovia 


Associate Minister of Holy Temple Church Of God In 
Christ, Monrovia 


Preacher, lecturer, and counselor to various religious and 
educational groups 


Member of the Council of Christian Missionaries in 
Liberia 


For a number of years he served in various capacities in the National 
Youth Department of the Church Of God In Christ. His youth 


work consisted of the following: 


Associate Editor of the Young Peoples’ Weekly (YPWW) 
Quarterly topics 
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Co-Editor of the Christian View of Life 


Author of numerous religious articles and pamphlets 


Organizer of the Big Brothers and Big Sisters Fellowship, a 


service organization for Christian young people 


In 1953, he was appointed pastor of the Memorial Church Of God 
In Christ, Haverford, Pennsylvania. Under his leadership, the min- 
istry grew spiritually and numerically. 


In 1963, he was appointed associate pastor of Holy Temple Church 
Of God In Christ where he served with and for his father as the spir- 


itual leader for more than 2000 members. 


Following the demise of his father in 1972, Bishop Jones, Jr. was 
appointed pastor of Holy Temple Church. The subsequent year, he 
was consecrated Bishop of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
Numerous ministries and projects were initiated under his leader- 
ship, some of which were: 


The “Christ Seeks You” rallies 

Acquisition of more than 20 properties 

Outreach Ministries to the Stephen Smith Home, 
The Youth Study Center, area prisons 

The Holy Temple Basketball Team/Drill Team 
Sick and Shut-in Committee 

The Men’s Fellowship 


A tireless voice for the Lord: Through Christ, Bishop Jones's spiritu- 
al influence grew beyond the limits of the Church Of God In Christ. 
He served his community and the nation in many capacities which 
included membership of the Board of Director of the Opportunities 
Industrialization Center, the Board of the American Bible Society, 
the Board of Regents of Oral Roberts University and a member of 
the “Give Me a Chance’. 


In 1980, Bishop was elected a member of the General Board of the 
Church Of God In Christ and was re-elected in 1984, 1988, 1992 
and 1996. In 1997, he was elevated to the position of the Second 
Assistant Presiding Bishop of the Church. At his demise, Bishop 
Jones was the Second Assistant-Emeritus of the Church Of God In 
Christ, Incorporated; and the Senior Pastor of the Holy Temple 
Church Of God In Christ. 


A man after God’s own heart: Like his Savior and his biological 
father, we have seen him in honor and humility, in physical strength 
and in the frailty of age. Yet whenever we saw him, he was always 
“God’s man for the moment”. Through the long march of his years 
of tireless service to Christ, Bishop Jones lived a devoted life of holi- 
ness beyond reproach. 


Bishop Jones went to his heavenly reward on January 9, 2008 after 
a protracted illness. His passing was peaceful and in the presence of 
his family. He was married for fifty years to a very special person, 
Dr. Regina Shaw Jones a prominent educator (Principal of a 
Philadelphia urban elementary school) and an extremely effective 
proclaimer of the word of God. He had twin sons, Colonel Soren 
Jones, USAF and Major Stephen Jones USAF (Ret), a loving daugh- 
ter in law Beth, and two grandchildren, Devyn and Stephen; two 
brothers: Walter B. Jones (Juanitea), Dr. William V. Jones; two sis- 
ters: Jean Anderson (John), and E. Harriet Freeman, several nieces 
and nephews, other relatives, and the household of faith. O 


“apation. 
| \e Ta Respond? 
» Upon The Saints! 


Church Of God In Christ 


Rebuild Lives, 


ati 


TERNATIONAL 


INA Cha 


UME AALNTS OF 


eal are VOWE SERIE! 


18 | THE WHOLE TRUTH 


Church Of God In Christ, Inc 


he Quadrennial Election 


It is the desire of Bishop J. O. Patterson, Jr., Chairman of the 
General Assembly, that all nominees for the quadrennial election, 
Church Of God In Christ, November, 2008, be duly informed 
because the areas of study should make a viable and knowledge- 
able candidate when meeting with the Screening Committee. 
Please note the following information: 


Pursuant to provisions adopted by the General Assembly in April 
2000, all candidates seeking national office are governed by the 
rules and regulations as set forth by the Nominating /Screening 
Committee of the General Assembly. 


All candidates are expected to have a general knowledge of the 
structure and operation of the National Church, ecclesiastically, 
administratively, and constitutionally. They must demonstrate a 
comprehensible view of the doctrine as taught by the Church Of 
God In Christ and understand the responsibility and relationship 
between the Episcopal, Ministerial, and Laity ranks of the 
Church. In addition they must be aware of the acceptable prac- 
tices of the Church as identified in the Church Of God In Christ 
manual (Copyright 1972). 


Please note the following information: 


All pastors who are incorporated in their state of residence are 
reminded, they must submit a copy of the Articles of 
Incorporation of their church with the inclusion of Article 3, 
Section D, paragraph 9, Church Of God In Christ Manual. 
They must also provide a photograph of the sign on their church 
building or sign bearing the inscription, “Church Of God In 
Christ” or (COGIC). 


All applicants must have a letter of recommendation from the 
proper authority under which they serve. (Bishops must have a 
letter from the Board of Bishops, Pastors must have a letter from 
the Jurisdictional Bishop and laymen must have a letter from the 
Pastor. All women seeking a national office must have a letter of 
recommendation from their Pastor). @ 


THE CoGic DEBIT CARD PROGRAM 
Part D Medicare Prescription Drug Program 


BISHOP HAYNES —- i The CogicCard Program is helping to educate our churches and 
“Vivian and | are excited about the - z communities by providing a service to our senior. citizens looking 
prescription drug program...Penn Life —— for health care. The cost of prescription drugs has become so 

has given us an opportunity to help expensive that the federal government created a program called 


service our senior citizens through q : oe ee : 
affordable prescription drug plans along Part D Medicare” a Prescription Drug Program for all Seniors, 65 


with providing a financial benefit Z p years of age or older who are eligible for Medicare A and B. This 
to our local churches and community.” , was program was designed to meet the needs of seniors in our country. 


BISHOP WELLS 

“Sister Wells and | emphatically endorse ion 
the partnership between CogicCard Inc. . . arn, "i “ i 
with Penn Life Insurance. This will save re ee ct 
our members thousands of dollars in of pacatong me eal 
out-of-pocket medical expenses and will 00. Many of us are affiliated with Senior 
also create a revenue stream for ourlocal Citizen Homes and Home Health Care Program Agencies which will i 
churches, as well as our national church; give us an opportuni lp other senior citizens in Our cot ity. 
thus, empowering us to produce a more The CagicCard Program - , 


eee Unifying our church financially through products 


— Toenrolt 
How the local churches be 


Read Bishop McKinney's exciting new 
hook and discover tangible solutions to 
the ills that plague our American Society 


60 years of commitment to humanity through total faith in God 


"THE NEW SLAVEMASTERS" 

in The New Slavemasters , Bishop 
McKinney asks the question: Are we 
really free at last? in his 224-page 
response, the "new slavemasters" 
become a powerful metaphor for the 
contemporary African-American struggle, 
as well as seemingly insurmountable 
cycles of destructive behavior that have 
enslaved people of all walks. The new 
slavemasters are drugs, materialism, 
racism, teen pregnancy, rage, gangs, 
pornography, instant gratification, and 
sexual promiscuity, among others. 
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When we speak of Dr. Robert Franklin in the Church Of God 
In Christ, we do so with a sense of godly pride and genuine 


fondness. The saints always say, “He is one of our best boys.” 


Certainly, Dr. Franklin is not a boy but the 
expression is a term of heart felt endear- 
ment. He has gone and made us proud 


again! 


Atlanta, Georgia, Robert Michael Franklin 


Jr. ‘75’ is the tenth president of Morehouse | 


College, the nation’s largest private, four 
year liberal arts college for men. 

Prior to Morehouse, Franklin was a 
Presidential Distinguished Professor of 
Social Ethics at Emory University, where 
he provided leadership for a university- 


wide initiative titled “Confronting the 


Dr. Franklin greets Presiding Bishop Blake 


Human Condition and the Human Experience” and was a 


senior fellow at the Center for the Study of Law and Religion 


at the law school. 


He provides commentary for the National Public Radio 
(NPR) program, “All Things Considered,” and weekly com- 


mentary for Atlanta Interfaith Broadcasting Television. 


Dr. Robert Michael Franklin, Jr. 
Tenth President of Morehouse College 


1978, and the University of Chicago, earning a doctorate in 
Ethics and Society, and Religion and the Social Sciences in 
1985. In 2001, he received the honorary Doctor of Divinity 


degree from Bethune- Cookman College. 
He also undertook international study at 
the University of Durham, UK, as a 1973 
English Speaking Union Scholar. His 
major fields of study include social ethics, 


psychology, and African American religion. 


An insightful educator, Franklin has served 
on the faculties of the University of 
Chicago, Harvard Divinity School, 
Colgate-Rochester Divinity School and at 
Emory University’s Candler School of 
Theology, where he gained a national rep- 
utation as director of Black Church 


Studies. 


He also has served as a program officer in Human Rights and 


Social justice at the Ford Foundation, and as an adviser to the 


foundation's president on future funding for religion and pub- 


lic life initiatives; Franklin was invited by American film pro- 
ducer Jeffrey Katzenberg to prepare an online study guide for 
the congregational use of the “Prince of Egypt,” a Dream 


Works film (1999). 


Franklin graduated Phi Beta Kappa from Morehouse in 1975 


with a degree in Political Science and Religion. He continued 
his education at Harvard Divinity School, earning a Master of 


Divinity degree in Christian Social Ethics and Pastoral Care in 


In 1997, Franklin assumed the presidency of the 
Interdenominational Theological Center (ITC), the graduate 


theological seminary of the Atlanta University Center consor- 


we 


tium. He served as the Chautauqua Institution’s Theologian in 
Residence for the 2005 season. 


Dr. Franklin is the author of three books: Crisis in the Village: 
Restoring Hope in African American Communities (2007); 
Another Day’s Journey: Black Churches Confronting the 
American Crisis (1997); and Liberating Visions: Human 
Fulfillment and Social Justice in African American Thought 
(1990). He has co-authored (Don S. Browning, et.al.) a vol- 
ume titled From Culture Wars to Common Ground: Religion 
and the American Family Debate (2001). He is the co-editor 
of the forthcoming The Cambridge Companion to Martin 
Luther King, Jr., to be published by Cambridge University 


Press. 


Active in a range of organizations, Franklin is a former trustee 
of the Jessie Ball duPont Fund (Jacksonville) and a member of 
the Atlanta Rotary Club, the Kappa Boule of Sigma Pi Phi 
Fraternity and the 1999 class of Leadership Atlanta. He has 
served on the boards of the Community Foundation of Metro 
Atlanta; Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies; 


Character Education Partnership; Congress of National Black 
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Churches; Public Broadcasting of Atlanta; Atlanta Interfaith 
Broadcasting; Demos: A Network for Ideas and Action; Faith 
Trust Institute (formerly the Center for the Prevention of 
Sexual and Domestic Violence); and the Fund for Theological 
education. He is the past chairman of the board of the 
Regional Council of Churches of Atlanta. In 2000, the city’s 
official coordinating committee for YSK activities and celebra- 
tions. 


A seasoned traveler, Franklin has studied seven languages and 
visited Africa, Asia, Europe, the Middle East, and the 
Caribbean. He is the recipient of a Ford Foundation grant to 
examine religion in public life in Asia and has served as a con- 


sultant for the Annie E. Casey Foundation. 


Dr. Franklin is married to Dr. Cheryl Goffney Franklin, an 
OB-GYN physician who holds degrees from Stanford 
University, Columbia University School of Public Health and 
Harvard Medical School. He is the father of three: Imani 
Renee Franklin, Robert M. Franklin HI and Julian Michael 
DeShazier, a 2005 Morehouse graduate. © 
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i ; ' ; leaders to work together on domestic and international 
I Panalrican Leadership Cummil policy initiatives. “On the 40th anniversary of Dr. King’s 
il last sermon, we first call upon black churches to commit 
To Commemorate The 40th Anniversary of our time, talent and treasure to saving those black youth 
The Assasination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. who have been left to suffer and die in our cities and on 
Bilele Eiietics E Blake lost ecrrestellng the continent of Africa. We invite Senators Hillary 
Ofieiaie Clinton, John McCain and Barack Obama to stand with 
us at historic Mason Temple as a concrete gesture of rec- 
onciliation and to send a message to the world that we as 
a country care for the most neglected children of our 


society and the world,” said Bishop Blake. 


BLACK LEADERS LAUNCH NEW MOVEMENT ON 
AOTH KING ANNIVERSARY Bishop Charles E. Blake 
Unveils New Policy Agenda and Challenges 
Leaders 


Other noted participants include Rev. Jesse L. Jackson 
Sr., Rev. Dr. Frank Madison Reed III, and Prof. John J. 
Dilulio Jr., Director of the Robert A. Fox Leadership 
Program at the University of Pennsylvania and first 
Director of the White House Office of Faith-Based and 
Community Initiatives. The Summit is open to the gen- 
eral public. Registration begins at 8 am. Thursday morn- 
ing at Mason Temple. 


The two day event will consist of various key strategy ses- 
sions regarding Bishop Blake’s urban and foreign policy 
agenda. Thursday, April 3 at 7 p.m. at Mason Temple, 
Bishop Blake will outline the specifics of the Reclaiming 
Our Black Children Campaign which will focus on 
working with violent and gang-involved black youth and 
their families. On Friday, April 4 at the National Civil 
Rights Museum, he will outline the basic elements of a 
black church foreign and development policy agenda. 


(March 20, 2008 - Los Angeles, CA) Thursday, April 3, 
2008, at the exact hour and at the same pulpit that Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. preached his last sermon at 


SSS SSS 


Mason Temple 40 years ago, Bishop Charles E. Blake, 
presiding prelate of the Church Of God In Christ, the 
largest Holiness-Pentecostal denomination in the world, 
will launch a post-civil rights campaign to reclaim poor 
black children in U.S. inner cities and in Africa. Bishop 
Blake will lead his first Pan African Leadership Summit 
in Memphis, Tennessee. 


About Bishop Blake 


Blake is the pastor of West Angeles Church Of God In 
Christ in Los Angeles, Calif. West Angeles has more than 
24,000 members. He is also the chief executive officer of 
Save Africa’s Children, a program that is assisting more 
than 400 grassroots and faith-based projects in sub- 


Saharan Africa and serving more than 120,000 children. 


About COGIC 


The Church Of God In Christ is the largest African- 


American Pentecostal and fourth-largest Protestant 


Church and private-sector leaders and policy intellectu- 
als from the U.S. and abroad will join Bishop Blake in 
Memphis as he outlines a new programmatic and policy 
agenda. “We now move beyond the politics of protest 
and racial complaint to an interracial and ecumenical 
movement to rebuild black civil society with interven- 


denomination in the world with an estimated member- 
ship of more than six million. In November, COGIC cel- 


tions and programs that measurably reduce black father-  ehrated 100 years as a denomination. ® 


lessness and black-on-black violence,” said Bishop Blake. 


As a part of the Summit, Bishop Blake will challenge 
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Send To: COGIC Contcane! Video 
P.O. Box 22 
Memphis, TN 38101 
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= Mother Delcia Davis 


eee ~Clothed with Strength and Dignity 
“™ by Char Lillian Virgil 


“She is clothed with strength and dignity.” That statement is 
from a familiar passage of scripture in Proverbs 31:35. The state- 
ment, however, also fully describes one of the most phenomenal 
women on this side of heaven. She is everything the Proverbs 
woman is and more. She has accomplished so much in her life- 
time, is still one of the most vibrant and enthusiastic person I’ve 
ever seen, and shows no signs of stopping or slowing down. This 
women is none other than Mrs. Delcia Davis of Indianola, 
Mississippi, an inspiration to all, no matter the age, gender or 
AGEs 


We took the opportunity to honor this woman of God on March 
2, 2008. Mother Davis celebrated her 80th birthday. She is the 
mother of 15 children, 35 grandchildren and 32 great grandchil- 
dren. She is the widow of the late Elder William Birkett Davis, 
Sr, who served as pastor of the Greater New Jerusalem Church Of 
God In Christ of Indianola, Mississippi. This dynamic couple 
walked in grace and service as pastor and first lady for 32 years. 


Mrs. Davis was born in Attala County, Mississippi, March 2, 
1928 to Mr. Charlie and Mrs. Minnie Rolling. She grew up with 
5 sisters and a brother. They all attended Attala County Schools. 
Her father passed away when Delcia was 9 and her mother raised 
the family alone. These were years of character building and 
rewarding sacrifice. Things were not easy and working as a 
youth, Delcia was acquainted with work and limited opportuni- 
She found inspiration and hope in Christ at age 12, and 
was baptized in the Baptist Church. 


ties. 


In January 1943, Cela, as she is known, married William Birkett 
Davis, Sr. They lived on a plantation in rural Mississippi and 
worked as sharecroppers. He enlisted in the army in 1944, but 
was discharged after a short period of time. After the military 
service, the couple joined the Lakewood Church Of God In 
Christ and served under Pastor Mitch. God was good to the 
Davis’and blessed Cela to receive the baptism of the Holy Ghost. 
In the fall of 1950, they moved to the city of Indianola. At that 
time, Birkett and Cela shared a house with Birkett’s parents, Mr. 
John Henry and Mrs. Beulah Davis; his baby sister, Lillie Belle; 
and B.B. King (Birkett’s cousin) and his wife. The two cousins 
gathered crops during this time. After about a year, B.B. left to 
pursue his musical career. 


Finally, the Lord blessed Birkett and Delcia to have their own 
home. Delcia managed the household, cooked, planted, and cul- 
tivated a garden to help feed a growing family. She took in iron- 
ing, sewed clothes for children, and baked to help support. 


Being liberal in spite of poverty, the Davis’ always shared their 
goods with neighbors, giving them a “mess” of peas or ears of 
corn. 


A few years later the family bought their first home, a five bed- 
room ranch style house on what is now B.B. King Road. Elder 
Davis became pastor in 1969, and the family grew in number. 
His tenure of the serving at three congregations made Elder 
Davis a well grounded clergyman. He served the St. John 
COGIC in Blaine, Mississippi, the St. Rest COGIC in Itta Bena, 
Mississippi, and succeeded the Elder Slack following his demise 
in 1970. He served the New Jerusalem COGIC until his demise. 
During this time, Mother Davis worked at a local HeadStart 
Program. She went back to school and completed her Associates 
Degree in Early Childhood education from Coahoma Jr. College 
in Clarksdale, Mississippi. She completed 28 years of employ- 


ment there. 


During this time the family employed a rule of success in their 
home. All 15 of their children attended universities, 12 have 
bachelor degrees, and five have post graduate degrees. They are 
professionals of varied rank and are making contributions to the 
societies in which they reside, while they remain avid church 
workers. They epitomize the scripture in Proverbs 31:28 because 
they have raised up and call their mother blessed: 


Lue Reaver (public school Teacher, Sunday school Teacher); Lue 
Berthat (Teacher, Missionary, Jurisdictional President of 
Christian Women Council - in Michigan); Leola (Teacher, 
Missionary); Minnie (Teacher, seamstress, District Missionary); 
Pearlie (Teacher, Regional Representative CWC- Tennessee); 
Birkett, Jr. (Teacher by profession); Ceola (Teacher, District 
Sunday School Field Representative); Evelyn (Teacher, District 
Missionary); Lillian (Division Chief, Department of Homeland 
Security, District Missionary); Samuel (Pastor, Greater Victory 
Temple COGIC, Memphis, Tennessee); Cornelia (Teacher, 
Missionary, Minister’s wife); Lorenzo (Certified Nurse Assistant); 
Kathy (Social Worker, Missionary); Tony (Sales Associate), and 
DeWayne (Sallie Mae Corporation Manager, Theological 
Seminary Student). 


As Mother Davis approached 80 years of age, she could look back 
over her years of experience knowing she was faithful. Mother 
Davis has served the Lord and His Church in varied capacities. 
She has been busy as a Youth Department Chairlady and worked 
diligently up the ranks to become a District Missionary. She is 
now the current Chairperson of the District Missionary Board. 
Her sense of public ministry has not lessened and she currently 
serves as a worker for the Senior Citizen Companionship 
Program of Indianola, Mississippi. | 


Char Lillian Virgil, 9th child 
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Leon Clayton, Jr. was born on December 3, 1982 with hypoplas- 
tic kidneys. Two weeks after his birth, the doctors came to his par- 
ents and told them that Leon would probably not live another two 
weeks because his kidneys were too small to function. However on 


December 3, 2007, Leon turned twenty-five years of age. 


At the time Leon was diagnosed, dialysis was not an option, as no 
child that young had ever been placed on dialysis. So Leon was sent 
home from the hospital on high doses of various medications to try 
and manage his illness. He would have to make monthly trips to 
the renal clinic at LeBonheur Children’s Medical Center. By the 
time Leon was six months old, the medications were no longer 
effective. He began peritoneal dialysis on June 13, 1983. At this 


time Leon was the youngest dialysis patient in the Mid-South. 


God blessed Leon throughout the years, even allowing him to 
receive a transplanted kidney at the age of three in January of 1986. 
However, his body rejected this kidney when he turned four years 


old and he was placed on hemodialysis in December of 1986. 


The Lord blessed Leon throughout his young life as he had to per- 
severe through many adversities. Leon has had to undergo over 
fifty surgeries, and has had numerous illnesses, which have includ- 


ed heart problems, liver problems, bone weakness, seizures, bleed- 


ing problems, blood clots, and numerous other medical issues. In 
spite of all this, the Lord blessed Leon to graduate from Hamilton 
High School, Memphis, Tennessee in 2001 in the top third of his 
class. He began to pursue his career by attending Tennessee 
Technology Center in the fall of the same year, but had to abrupt- 
ly withdraw from school just two quarters from completion, as his 


health had deteriorated. But the Lord continued to bless him. 


In the midst of all that was going on, Leon began to write gospel 
song lyrics in 1997. The Lord blessed him, and with the assis- 
tance of some family members and others who were in the music 
field, Leon recorded a CD entitled “He’s With You”. During this 
process Leon would have to face another medical concern. His 
body had begun to release calcium deposits into his soft tissue 
which cause some facial distortion. But even in this, the Lord 


continued to sustain Leon. 


The distortion of his face caused another problem. On October 
17, 2004, he was rushed to the hospital for shortness of breath. 
After an overnight stay in the hospital, Leon’s parents were told 
that his upper airway was obstructed and that he would have to 
have an emergency tracheotomy. This was something that the 
family feared, but prayed would not happen. After the surgery, 


Leon would lose his voice; the very voice which he used to praise 


God in song. He was devastated and sunk into a deep depression. 


His mother tried to encourage him to turn the tables on the 
enemy and use this as an opportunity to write his story. So Leon 
began to write. And with the writing, he began to pray. So he 
began something that he continues to this day—a prayer journal. 


The Lord continued to strengthen him. 


However, on October 4, 2007, Leon, Jr. would face one of the 
greatest obstacles that he would ever have to overcome. While 
undergoing a minor surgery that was only supposed to last thirty 
to forty-five minutes, his mother was called back to the pre-op 
holding area. When she arrived back in the pre-op holding area, 
the surgeon met her and told her that Leon was alright, but that he 
had sustained second and third degree burns. What he relayed was 
how the laser had come too close in proximity to the oxygen which 
was being administered and that this caused a spark and flames just 
shot out. The surgeon then went back to the operating room to 
finish the surgery. Mrs. Clayton could not believe what she was 
hearing and immediately called her husband who came to be by 


her side as they both waited for the opportunity to see Leon, Jr. 


After seeing Leon, the Claytons were told that Leon had second 


and third degree burns. Then they were told that he had sustained 


slight smoke inhalation in his upper airway, but not in his lower 
bronchial area or lungs. Finally, they were told that he would 
require skin grafts in order for his wounds to heal. As the Claytons 
began to request the prayers of the saints, the Lord put in Sister 
Clayton's spirit to ask everyone to pray a specific prayer. That 


prayer request was to heal Leon’s burns without the skin grafts. 


On November 14, 2007, after many visits to the plastic surgeon, 
the Lord honored the request made by the Clayton family. 
PRAISE BE UNTO GOD! The effectual fervent prayers of the 
righteous do indeed avail much! During this last visit to the plas- 


tic surgeon, he specifically spoke these words, “HE’S HEALED!” 


Leon Clayton, Jr. is the son of Pastor and Mrs. Leon Clayton, Sr. 
of Memphis, Tennessee. He is a member of the church where his 
father pastors, Christ Temple Hope of Glory Church Of God In 
Christ. He is a member of The J. O. Patterson, Sr. Memorial 
District in Tennessee Headquarters Jurisdiction. He continues to 
be as faithful to his church as his health allows. He is also in the 
process of writing his autobiography. In spite of all, the Lord is 
with Leon Clayton, Jr. @ 
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ed an African American Achievement Celebration, February 21, 


2008. Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake was the special guest 


and speaker. The event was FaithDay Press’ 
annual event. On that evening, Pastor Mason 
and his wife, Sister Traci Mason presented 
Bishop Blake with a plaque and a sculpture of 
Bishop C.H. Mason, founder of the Church 
Of God In Christ. The beautiful likeness of 
the founder was created by Deacon James 


Lewis of Kansas. 


Elder Mason is a businessman, publisher, and 


clergyman and is the living legacy of his 
grandfather Bishop J.O. Mason. The late 


J.O. Mason was a protege of founder, Bishop C.H. Mason and a 
very significant historic character in the development of Illinois. 


Bishop J.O. Mason served the Church Of God In Christ as sec- 


Chicago, Ilinois- Pastor Mack Mason and FaithDay Press host- 


Bishop Blake honored 


retary at the inception of the Publishing Board. He worked with 


Bishop ED. Washington and others to launch a ministry. Pastor 


Mason has chronicled the contribution of both Bishops Mason 


in his many scholarly and commercially successful books. 


The February 21, 2008, event was conducted 
at the Crystal Light Banquet and proved a 
lovely affair. Bishop Blake signed auto- 
eraphed copies of his new release, Have Faith 
in Your Future. The volume is an offering of 
poignant sayings and scriptural supports. It is 
a quick and easy read with thoughtful 


insights from our leader. 


Elder Mason used the event to introduce new 


authors and upcoming releases. The event 


was supported by Saints from across the Chicago area. Bishop 
Cody V. Marshall gave remarks. It goes without saying, the high- 
light of the evening was the spoken word by Bishop Blake. @ 
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January 21-24, 2008 L 
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Contact: 
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Contact: 
407.226.3505 ext.110 


www.cogicpastorsandelders.org 
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Annual Spring 
Call Meeting 


April 7-8, 2008 
Memphis, Tennessee 


Gonidet: 
866. 522.1331 


www.cogicpastorsandelders.org 


Day 


September 8, 2008 


Conference 


May 1-3, 2008 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Contact: 
414.760.1067 


www.memperfectingmencogic.org 
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September 15-18, 2008) 


Chicago, Illinois 


Contact: 
313.345.8633 
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Int! Women's 
Convention 


May 26-30, 2008 
Kansas City, Missouri 


Contact: 
901.775.0600 


01st Holy 
Convocation 


Contact: 
866. 522.1331 


June 30-July 4, 2008 
Detroit, Michigan 


Contact: 
510.783.2202 


ssembly Session 


vember 10-11, 2008) 
Memphis, Tennessee 
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Detroit, Michigan- The summer classic, AIM will convene 
June 30-July 4, 2008. Superintendent J. Drew Sheard and the 
AIM committee has an exciting conference planned. The 
department heads and their departmental counterparts want 
you to know, this is one not to miss. 


There is an array of quality hotels for delegates to choose for 
accommodation. Due to the comprehensive nature of the con- 
ference, the delegates may lodge in the hotel of ministry 
emphasis. The Music/Youth Departments will be headquar- 
tered at the Detroit Marriott at Renaissance Center, the 
Mission/Evangelism will be headquartered at the Sheraton, and 
the Sunday School Department be headquartered at the 
Atheneum Suites. 


The committee has provided accommodations for 
Bishop/Supervisor at the MGM Hotel and Adjutants will 
lodge at the Motor City Hotel. Each of these establishments 
will be served with transportation to and from the convention 
center. 


AIM is very exciting for its delegates. Only the Church Of 


God In Christ can bring together youth and mature ministry 
minded. adults and make it work. There will be stimulating 
and informative seminars in every ministry discipline. The 
worship services are catered to be not exclusive of any group. 
In fact, AIM invites the general delegate to sample every venue 
for worship and seminars alike. This is something for everyone! 
Visit www.aimconvention.com for information about registra- 
tion. 


The convention leaders, Bishop Carlis Moody, Elder Dennis 
Martin, Elect Lady Missionary Maria Gardner-Thomas, 
Professor Iris Stevenson, Pastor Michael Hill, Chairlady, Joyce 
Rodgers, Bishop Alton Gatlin, and Field Representative 
Missionary Georgia Macklin-Lowe have spared no effort to 
make the convention a meaningful expression of faith. 


Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake will grace the convention. 
His dynamic preaching and progressive witness of the COGIC 
faith in action is guaranteed to make a special convention more 


powerful. Registration deadline is May 1, 2008. © 
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and begin saving money on your brand name and generic prescriptions. 


drugplace’ 


Your Source for Mail-Order Prescriptions 
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Vision and anointing are the hallmarks of the ministry of 
Bishop Walter E. Jordan of the Ohio North First Jurisdiction. 
Since his appointment in 2000, Bishop Jordan has served honor- 
Ele ais 
described by others as a gracious, innovative, and progressive 
Man of God. Under his leadership, the Jurisdiction has grown to 
a collective of over 100 congregations representing large and 
small urban and rural churches, throughout the State of Ohio. 
As reflected in the Ohio North Mission statement, the 
Jurisdiction is working to edify the body of Christ on every level 
by “Encouraging individuals, equipping local churches and their 
leaders, and enhancing districts.” The Bishop has exercised 
visionary gifts by developing an infrastructure from which to 
supply benefits, expertise, and technical support to local church- 
es in all areas. A few examples of this support include: 


ably and with distinction as Jurisdictional Prelate. 


¢ Currently, the Jurisdiction provides death benefits for pastors 
and is in the process of offering health insurance coverage to all 
churches and their employees in the jurisdiction. Plans are in 
motion to expand these benefits to offer a range of benefits for 
clergy and their support staff. 


¢ The Jurisdictional Workers Meeting and Holy Convocation are 
conducted in a timely and orderly manner with the fervor of old 
time “camp meetings.” The day sessions incorporate education- 
al and developmental opportunities covering diverse aspects of 
ministry. Topics range from leadership skills, succession plan- 
ning, church operations, budgeting, team-building to conduct- 
ing community ministry. 


¢ The William Morgan James Institute provides a two-year train- 
ing session for individuals involved with “Word Ministry” 
including ministers, missionaries and support lay members. 


¢ A Sunday school Summit is held annually to provide training 
regarding implementing effective Sunday school programs in 
local churches. 


* Quarterly sessions are held through the Protocol Department to 
train adjutants, ushers, nurses, hospitality, and public relations 
workers from local congregations. 


e Empowering women through ministry is an integral part of 
Bishop Jordan’s vision for the Jurisdiction. The Department of 
Women implements a variety of programs and services to edify 
mind, body, and soul. 


¢ Ministry Ready Intern (MRI) classes are conducted to educate 
women regarding the responsibilities of ministry within the 
Department of Women. 


¢ The Department of Women is the First Chapter and an exten- 
sion of the Louisiana First Jurisdiction’s “Leave No Women 
Behind” initiative. 


e Annual outreach programs through the Overcomer’s Ministry 
to assist women who are in transition due to domestic violence 
and other hardships in local communities. 


¢ Scholarships are distributed to high school and college students 
to continue their education. 


e An Annual Women’s retreat is held which focuses on physical 
relaxation and spiritual rejuvenation. 


TEN ESSAYS TO THE PRESENT AND COMING GENERATIONS 
ON ISSUES VITAL TO LIFE, SALVATION AND THE SURVIVAL OF 


Bishop Jordan's heart for children is legendary. As a result, THE CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 


Toes Oh A 


youth ministries are a vital part of the Jurisdiction. Both the 
Jurisdictional Workers Meeting and Holy Convocation integrate 
worship services and activities that are designed for children and 
youth. Under Bishop Jordan’s team concept, the children’s min- 
istry including the Sunday School and Sunshine Band 
Departments work together to provide programming for chil- 
dren 5 — 11 years, while the Purity Class and YPWW 
Department work collectively for youth 12 years and older. All 
four departments work together to provide an annual Youth 
Service during the Holy Convocation. The result has been a 
tremendous growth in the number of young people attending the 
State Meetings which represents the future of the Jurisdiction. 


“Reclaiming the Ministry of the Community” was the 
Jurisdictional theme for the first year of Bishop Jordan’s adminis- 
tration. Every level of ministry was challenged to reach out to the 
communities we serve who are facing many issues including 
poverty, violence, obesity, and teen pregnancy to name a few. 
This challenge continues to resonate today. The Jurisdiction has 
conducted health fairs focusing on women and heart disease. 
Next year, health empowerment workshops are planned for both 
women and men. 


Due to Bishop Jordan’s godly wisdom, keen insight and skill- 
ful leadership, the Jurisdiction’s administration is structured for 
success. Seven Administrative Assistants serve as directors to pro- 
vide administrative leadership for all of the Jurisdiction’s func- 
tions. The Jurisdiction has solid financial footing. A tithing sys- 
tem is in place for Superintendents and Pastors to provide finan- 
cial support for the Jurisdiction. This system provides the pri- 
mary support for Jurisdictional activities. While not the largest 
Jurisdiction, throughout the seven years Ohio North has been 
among the top 5 jurisdictions in total dollars ($’s) and has the 
highest level of participation by eligible pastors, ministers, mis- 
sionaries and other credential holders. This financial success has 
allowed the Jurisdiction to support Missions in Ohio, Africa and 
to respond to disasters like Katrina. 


Despite the size and success of the Jurisdiction, Bishop Jordan 
is a personable, accessible leader that is reflective of his genuine 
concern for the people of God. His love for people is reciprocat- 
ed with love and high esteem by the many men, women and chil- 
dren he serves. 


In July, 2007, the Jurisdiction recently celebrated 90 years of 
the Church Of God In Christ in Ohio. Bishop Jordan has 
demonstrated ability to build on the work of his predecessors. 
The Jurisdiction continues to anticipate God’s leading and favor 
under his leadership. You may contact Bishop or Mother Jordan 
at 419.756.5858. © 


WHY THE ELECTION OF 2000 
WAS THE MOST IMPORTANT SINCE 1968 


TITHING: SOURCE OF REVENUE FOR 
LOCAL AND NATIONAL CHURCH 


STEM CELL RESEARCH: MURDER OR MEDICINE? 


ABORTION: IMMORAL DECISION AND THE 
COGIC RESPONSE 


CAN WE SAVE THIS ORGANIZATION? 
EFFECTIVE GENERAL SUPERINTENDENCY 


INTERRELATING WITH THE COGIC 
JUDICIARY BOARD 


ECUMENICAL RELATIONS: AN EMERGING POLICY 
GAY RIGHTS! RESPONSE OF THE SANCTIFIED CHURCH 
WOMEN’S ORDINATION, HAS ITS TIME COME? 

WAR! AND COGIC CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION 


calvaniOn 
al 10 UE Ate HU 

st sui of THE 
es 


| WHE WHOLE TRO TE 


5S 


PHE WHOLE ROT 


34 


The activities of the Women’s International Convention offer 
inspiration and hope to women of all ages, countries, professions 
and economic backgrounds. Mother Willie Mae Rivers’ early 
morning chats with her 49 years of age and under group provides 
a venue for those young women to share how the Lord is still giv- 
ing strength to stand in the 21st century. 


One 49 and under saint, District Missionary Anna L. Gainey of 
Ohio Northwest Jurisdiction, stirred the 2007 Women’s 
International Convention with a moving testimony of how the 
Lord blessed her to move from a roach, rat, and drug infested liv- 
ing environment to where she is today. 


I got married in 1992 to...a minister, we divorced in 2000 and the 
Lord has kept me. It was an abusive marriage and I was ashamed 
to tell my parents. I [finally] called my mom, asked her to come to 
the house and she said we would pray. I kept praying because I did- 
nt want my girls, ages 1 and 5 at the time, to grow up in that envi- 
ronment. I...moved out of the house and got an apartment. 


It was in a drug infested trafficking area and we heard gunshots 
every night. The roaches were bad. The rats got in there. I said 
“Lord I haven't been tipping. Im a tithe payer and dont have to live 
this way." 


I prayed and prayed and asked the Lord to keep me and my girls safe. 
I was working on the assembly line at General Motors. I know what 
the older saints mean when they say the Lord will keep you if you 
want to be kept. The older saints said just get busy for the Lora. 
Thats what I have been doing. I continued to pay my tithes and 
work in the church. I kept fasting, testifying, and praising God. 


A white preacher came to my mom’ church and said he wanted to 
give the saints an opportunity to own their own homes if theyd like 
to. I wanted a house to be built from the ground up. The Spirit said 
just start thanking Me. I had been thanking God and I told my 
children to pray the same prayer. 


I...found a house on the corner. I signed the papers and didnt have 


the money or the deposit and they worked with me. Everything I 
have today is because of prayer. The Lord blessed me to get out of a 
drug invested area to purchase a brand new four bedroom home! 


Missionary Gainey learned the ways of holiness from her mother 
and father, Elder John J. Parker and Mother Alice Parker. At her 
home church, Prayer Garden Church Of God In Christ, she 
enjoyed participating in everything from the Sunshine Band to 
the Usher Board. She has served through the ranks in the Junior 
Choir, Senior Choir, as Choir Director, Junior Missionary, and 
Sunday School Secretary. “The saints taught me to work and 
I’ve...helped out in the kitchen and cleaned the church and toi- 
letsne 


She was saved at the age of 16. “I received the Baptism of the 
Holy Ghost in a revival conducted by Supt. Willie D. Mack in 
New Miami, Ohio. I was in high school but I wanted the Holy 
Ghost more than anything than I had ever wanted in my whole 
life. The preacher told me ‘have your mind stayed on Jesus and 
say thank you Jesus all day’.” She didn’t get filled that night but 
as the old saints used to say she “came back the next night” and 
allowed the Lord to bless her again. The next night “the Holy 
Ghost got a hold of my tongue and got in my belly.” Missionary 
Gainey called her parents with the good news. “I said daddy I’ve 
got the Holy Ghost. It was such an experience. I knew right 
then what the older saints talked about. You have to have 
Him...you cannot keep yourself. He’s a teacher and a leader.” 


After completing high school she went to college. After twenty 
years she decided to re-enter the classroom and received a certifi- 
cate as an EKG Technician at Miama Valley Technical School. 
She is now employed by the Montgomery County and RTA 
Transit. But whenever the Lord opens the door she is able to 
share the love of the Lord. 


Her love for God and people has positioned her as a leader. After 
another district was made, she was initially chosen to be the new 
Chairlady. When she was approached about the role of the dis- 
trict missionary she was taken by surprise. “I was one of the mis- 
sionaries in the [new] Rhema Life District and the superintend- 
ent was seeking the Lord for the district missionary. Out of all of 
the candidates, after a district business meeting, he said [to me] 
we're going to have to raise you. I asked him to pray but he told 
me that I could do all things through Christ. I talked to my pas- 
tor. I had never desired to be in this position... just worked for 
the Lord. I became the youngest district missionary in the State 
of Ohio and have been trying to do the best I can for the past 4 


years. I view my position as being a helper to equip the women.” 


Having been a faithful worker all her life she rolled up her sleeves 
as she took on this new responsibility. “The first thing that the 


Lord dealt with me was about having an all night prayer. That 
was our foundation. The other thing was to deal with the young 
ladies of this generation and we had a lock in for the young ladies 
with three speakers who spoke on abstinence from sex, the dress 
code according to the women’s handbook and the last speaker 
spoke about personal hygiene. We encouraged the women...not 
beat up on them but to teach with loving kindness and draw 
them...and we have bonded.” 


Missionary Gainey is waiting on God to bless that special broth- 
er to find her but is content to work for the Lord and raise her 
beautiful daughters. She has a good report from her local church, 
district and jurisdiction. (Ohio Northwest is led by Bishop 
Clifford Kimbrough. The Jurisdictional Supervisor is Mother 
Ellen Pettigrew.) According to her pastor, Missionary Gainey is 
faithfully carrying out the work of undergirding the ministry. 


The Whole Truth salutes District Missionary Anna Gainey for her 
being faithful to the Lord, her family and the work of the min- 
istry through the Church of God in Christ.@ 


In His Likeness: Developing 
Godly Character 


Brandon B. Porter 


In the book, Jn His Likeness, Brandon B. Porter shares powerful 
insight on what it truly means to be created in His (God) image and 
in His likeness. He offers powerful tools on how believers can devel- 
op godly character, which will enable them to walk in the divine 
authority that God has given them. This book is sure to provoke 
the reader to exemplify this godly character in every aspect of their 
lives, thus personifying the true meaning of being created in His 
likeness and walking in His divine authority! 


_ Get Your 


Copy 
Today! 


To obtain a copy, please write: 
Pastor Brandon B. Porter 


c/o GCT Productions 
PO Box 70271 
Memphis, TN 38107 


or call (888)581-8054 
(901)527-0182 
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St. Louis, Missouri, will be the site of the annual conference for men. 
Bishop Darrell L. Hines and committee invites all who will to come and 
participate. At a time when men and the quality and character of their 
existence is challenged, the Church Of God In Christ offers hope. Also, 
hear the dynamic and relevant preaching of Presiding Bishop Charles 
Blake. 


The conference explores the needed areas in men’s lives that sometime 
lack consistency. The Lord made men for the purpose of honoring and 
praising Him through service and providing legacy for those who follow. 
The Church Of God In Christ demonstrates more than talk and more 
than a reminder to men about their purpose. The concentrated wor- 
ship, seminars and social events provide a well rounded experience 

for men seeking to grow. The 2008, workshop package offers 

classes of Men in Ministry, Economic Security, Social 


Survival, and Spiritually Equipped. 


Conference registration is $110.00 and one may obtain a 
single or double occupancy room starting at $109.00. 
Accommodations have been provided at the Adamis y 
Mark Hotel in St. Louis. al 


For information call 414-760-1067 or tee 


online, www. menperfectingmencogic. com. 


St. LOUIS, MO May 1-3, 2008 


2008 Workshops 


Men in Ministry 
Economic Security 
Social Survival 


Spiritually Equipped 


~ DRuUGPLACE” 


Community Outreach Pharmacy Program 


At DrugPlace we offer a number of free online 
services so you can spend your free time 
doing...whatever. Listed are some of the services 
we Offer: 


Drugplace is a toll-free and online mail-order 
pharmacy that provides discount prices for name 
brand and generic prescription medications. 


Everyone is welcome in DrugPlace’s Community 
Outreach Pharmacy Program. 


Delivery is at NO CHARGE 


DrugPlace carries a full line of vitamins, diabetic 
and respiratory medications, as well as pet 
medications 


Call DrugPlace today and compare your 
pharmaceutical insurance co-pay. There is a great 
value in buying a 3 month supply at a time. 


Never more than $20.00 on one month’s supply 
of a generic prescription medication in 


DrugPlace’s frienly and knowledgeable ee Generic Formulary Drug Program 


representatives are available to take calls and 
orders 24 Hours a day, 7 Days a Week. : Call us toll free at 1.800.881.6325 


Not all drugs are covered in our Formulary Plan 


An effective tool for equip rf 
Believers to share their f 


Be empowered with a 
understanding of the COGIC Distincti 


Enjoy daily insight into COGIC Essentials 


with 52 weeks of Daily Scripture Passages 


Personalize the cover of your Centennial 
Bible with the name of your church, 
jurisdiction or ministry. 


Send To: | COGIC Centennial Bible 
P.O. Box 22 
Memphis, TN 38101 
Call 1-800-947-9350 


COGIC Centennial Bible - $44.95 (each) 
In Case Lots (24 Bibles per Case) The cost is $39.95 ($958.80 per case) and includes personalization of your 
Church, Jurisdiction, or Ministry name engraved on each Bible. 


To reserve your Centennial Bibles, please enclose a $10.00 reservation fee (credited to your order) and check the 
appropriate box below. (Orders can be adjusted through April 1, 2007) 


L] 1 Case (24 Bibles) [1/2 Case (48 Bibles) [| 3 Case (72 Bibles) [1] 4 Case (96 Bibles) 


1] 5 Case (120 Bibles) [] 6 Case (144 Bibles) ] 7 Case (168 Bibles) [1 8 Case (192 Bibles) 


L| Check Here to reserve a single Centennial Bible - No Money Requried 


Order Form 
~ Church Of God In Christ, Inc. 
PO Box 22 « Memphis, TN 38101 
Phone (800) 947-9350 Fax (901) 947-3607 * www.cogiccentennial.org 


Order Date: © 
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Contact Phone: - 


UNIT PRICE LINE TOTAL 
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BIB-D P-001 - 


| *CENTENNIAL BIBLES (DEPOSIT ONLY) | $10.00 


i 


_ DVD-PK-001A | CENTENNIAL DVDS PACKS (4CT) $100.00 | | 
| CENTENNIAL DVD (EA) 


_ DVD-EA-001 
2008 CENTENNIAL CALENDAR (EA) 


| CAL-EA-001 


~ CAL-PK-001A 2008 CENTENNIAL CALENDARS PACKS (5CT) 
CAL-CS-001B 2008 CENTENNIAL CALENDARS CASE (80CT) ‘$640.00 


_ CAL-EA-002 2006 COGIC CALENDARS (EA) 
_ CAL-EA-003 | 


**SHIPPING & HANDLING 
GRAND TOTAL 


* PLEASE NOTE: A minimum $10.00 deposit PER CASE is REQUIRED on all Bible orders ONLY. 
**SHIPPING & HANDLING COST CALCULATOR 
SUBTOTAL SHIPPING/HANDLING SUBTOTAL SHIPPING/HANDLING 


$0.00 : $12.00 $2.00 $300.01 : $400.00 $40.00 


$12.01 - $30.00 $7.00 $400.01 $500.00 $51.00 

$30.01 $50.00 $12.00 
$50.01 - $100.00 $17.00 $600.01 - $700.00 $71.00 
$100.01 __- $200.00 $33.00 $700.01__- $1,000.00 $90.00 
$200.01 $300.00 $34.00 $1,000.01 - $2,000.00 $121.00 


ALL ORDERS MUST BE-PAID IN FULL PRIOR TO SHIPPING 


Check | AMEX ~~ DISCOVER [| VISA |. MASTERCARD 


Method of Payment: 


COAL T a se EXD Dale ees 


Authorized Signature: —————____ 
Make checks payable: COGIC Projects * PO Box 22 « Memphis, TN 38101 
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Jesus, everyday, the word of Him calling, 

the gift of God working, everywhere He’s calling 
giving us to come and see the word 

of His wonders here with these. 


Heal the sick ones and give these saying Yes, to God. 
I will Lord, I will Lord, I will glorify your name, 
L, will say I will. 


The mind of God in Christ, 
the Word of God in Christ, 
the wisdom of God In Christ 
confirming His Word here. 
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Woman, Jesus deliver you, cast the devil out! 


Heal the sick everywhere. 


Heal here, heal everywhere. 
Heal! Heal today! 


The Word of your wonder, heal! 
The Word of your will, heal! 


The gift of your name cast out devils. 


The everywhere of God! 
The wonder of Him here today. 


Jesus here and everywhere! 
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Mrs. Mary P. Patterson organized and conducted a “Hertiage Connection Tour.” Elder Mark Wells was tour guide and informed 
the students of Church Of God In Christ history about the origin of the Church. The tour was conducted in April of 2008 and 
visited historic sites in Lexington, Mississippi, the birth place of the Church. The tour included the Lexington County Jail where 
Bishop Mason was imprisoned, the Asia Baptist Church, the St. Paul Church Of God In Christ and the site where the Gin House 


Church stood. 


The Pentecost 
owered To 


ask for it... 


GIC Bookstore 
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Moca Ty Celebrate 58 
Womens International C onvention/Crusade 


Ten years ago Kansas City hosted the 48th Annual Women's 
International Convention/Crusade and Mother Willie Mae 
Rivers was the newly appointed General Supervisor of the 
Department of Women. There the women of the Church 
Of God In Christ were inspired to reaffirm their commit- 
ment to principles of holiness. 


In 2008 the great State of Missouri welcomes over 15,000 
delegates to do it again! Delegates will witness banner 
marches, share fellowship with new sister-friends around the 
Red Card dining tables and much more. In fact, Mother 
Rivers has led the WIC team in planning powerful preach- 
ing and teaching sessions to leave delegates refreshed by the 
divine synthesis that occurs when holy women get together. 
All services will be held at the Kansas City Convention 
Center, 301 West 13th Street, Kansas City, Mo. A special 
workshop for all Jurisdictional Supervisors will convene on 
Sunday, May 25 at llam. 


Sensing a need for protracted consecration while recognizing 
that the Church Of God In Christ was birthed in the cru- 
cible of prayer, Mother Rivers will lead the WIC's entry into 
the official celebration of women's ministry with twelve 
hours of seeking God on May 26 from 12 midnight to 12 
noon. Testimonies of miraculous healings followed the 2007 
special consecration with women such as First Lady Barbara 
Brown of Tacoma's True Vine Church Of God In Christ 
(Supt. Leo Brown) who, paralyzed by spinal meningitis, was 
wheeled to the prayer and left walking (see inset). 


The Women's Convention/Crusade is a highlight of the 
COGIC's ecclesiastical year. WIC stewards, Coordinator 
Supervisor Olive Brown and Co-coordinator Mother 
Carolyn Galbreath, have led a team that provides exempla- 
ry housing, dining and an array of information designed to 
complement women's ministries. In fact, many individuals 
work as a team to present attendees to the WIC/Crusade and 
this year is no exception. Red Card delegates can look for- 
ward to beautiful souvenir packets assembled by the 
Souvenir Committee, join in power-packed singing provid- 
ed by special musical guests as well as the host and co-host 
jurisdictional choirs at the pre-convention musical on 
Monday, May 26. Beautiful clothing will be available for 
purchase as well as books, tapes and videos that showcase 
COGIC authors and others. The Annual Prayer Breakfast 
sponsored by the Executive Board of the Department of 
Women will be held on Tuesday, May 27 followed by the 


General Leadership Conference. 


Each year the Presiding Bishop and General Board members 
join delegates to hear the President's Official Address. On 
Tuesday, May 27 at 7:00 p.m. the daughters of the Church 
Of God In Christ will listen with eager anticipation as 
Mother Rivers pours out of the wisdom the Lord has 
endowed her with for those who will hear. To ensure the 
endurance of sound purpose and vision early Wednesday 
morning the women ages 49 and under will have their own 
special time with Mother Rivers at the President's Dialogue. 


For those who wish to view WIC services, a Live Webcast The host jurisdiction, Missouri Western Second (Bishop 
will stream daily beginning at 9:30 a.m. W.B. Henderson/Supervisor Annie Franklin) is joined by 

Co-host jurisdictions Kansas East (Bishop Lemeul Thuston/ 
The life of Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake embodies the Supervisor Mary Sims), Missouri Eastern First (Bishop 
James 2 model of faith and work. Fittingly, on Friday night Robert J. Ward/Supervisor Theresa Bolden), Missouri 


this man whose visionary work has 
captured the hearts of vulnerable 
street children from California to 
Africa will speak to the convention. 
In an age of great belief and great 
doubt, Bishop Blake is also a man 
endowed by God with the. ability to 
unpack the Scriptures to provoke a 
blessing to all who receive his mes- 
sage. Those making ready for the 
WIC have shared that they look for- 
ward to hearing the final word from 
their worldwide leader. 


Offering salient points of interest for 
its diverse constituency, the Whole 
Truth congratulates the great women 


of the Church Of God In Christ for 


a Women's Convention/Crusade that 


Eastern Second and Western IL 
(Bishop Lawrence Wooten/ 
Supervisor Rosetta Watts), Missouri 
Southeast Third (Bishop Charles 
Green, Jr./Supervisor Virgie Mae 
Pulliam), and Missouri Western First 
(Bishop Frank Douglas, — Jr./ 
Supervisor Margaret L. Richardson). 
Supporting jurisdictions: Kansas 
Central (Bishop B.H. Cunningham/ 
Supervisor Alberta Davis), Kansas 
Southwest (Bishop Joseph C. Gilkey, 
Sr./Supervisor Vicki Taylor), 
Kentucky First (Bishop A.T. 
Moore/Supervisor Bernice Jones), 
Kentucky Second (Bishop James H. 
Bell, Sr./Supervisor Shirley Caldwell), 
Iowa (Bishop Hurley L. Bassett, 
Sr./Supervisor R. Jean Kaiser) and 


will excel all others. 


Nebraska (Bishop John O. Ford, 
Sr./Supervisor Martha Ann Parker).© 


vangelist Barbara, State Chairperson of Finance for Mother Gertrude Young urges 
all women who need something from God to attend the 12 hour prayer. "It's real. 
I've come to the Women's Convention for over 35 years and always enjoy the early 
morning prayer. 
In September of 2006 I received a shot for arthritis pain and something went wrong. 
} After the shot I was unable to walk and diagnosed with bacterial spinal meningitis which 
caused me to be in St. Joseph's Hospital for a month." She was relocated to a rehab after 
doctors told her husband to help her adjust to permanent paralysis. "I was able to walk with 
a walker and decided to attend the WIC. I told the therapist that I was going to walk. 
On Memorial Day morning I entered the auditorium as they asked for the wheelchair 
bound to come for prayer. My daughter wheeled me to the front where Mother Rivers and 
! others laid hands on me. One sister asked me to walk to her but the devil said you're going 
| to fall out in front of all these people." She was wheeled back to her seat but God wasn't 
through. "One of the Elders said ‘stand up you lazy saints and praise God’ and I began 
| pulling myself up. As I did this, the Lord said ‘Barbara walk’. I began and He said ‘get into 
| the aisle’.". My daughter ran up to the front and Dr. Juliet White said ‘this lady had spinal 
\ meningitis and now she's dancing in the aisle.’ The saints in Washington had a fit.". While 
we were in St. Louis I told Mother Rivers that God did it through the 12 hour prayer! 
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second Assistant Presiding Bishop Jerry & Mother Vanessa Macklin pose with 
General Board Member, Bishop Roy L.H.Winbush and Minister J. Macklin 


© Two Powerful Books On Sale Now 


By Bishop Martin Luther Johnson 


Stoney The Road We've Trod 


Convinced that the final chapter about the life of David Walker had not been writ- 
ten, Dr. Johnson presents a constructive and provocative approach to the life and 
struggles of this man. His approach gets to the core of American racism and pres- 
ents a challenge to future generations to pursue clarifications of, and answers to, 
the inconsistency between enslavement by white Americans and Christianity’s mes- 
sage of Jesus Christ. Deeply rooted in this book is the urging to re-read Black his- 
tory specifically, and American history in general, in an effort to arrive at a point 
of creative and positive dialogue. Because theological themes of racism, liberation, 
and social justice are pervading focusses of the work, one must get in touch with 
the Jesus of History inorder to get a better grasp of the Christ of Faith. One must 
come to grips with who Jesus is and experience a deeper undergirding of the reali- 
ty of Him in order to understand the meaning and purpose of total and complete 
liberation. Jesus Christ is tantamount to liberation and reconciliation of persons, 
but total reconciliation is predicated upon repentance of the persons, systems, and 
institutions responsible for the original alienation. 


Theological Approaches To Pastoral Care 


Confident that a key ingredient in the pastoral counseling and pastoral care pro- 
fession is hearing what is said both verbally and non-verbally, Dr. Johnson pres- 
ents an innovative and constructive approach to counseling. His is an approach 
that is provocative, insightful, and holds new challenges and support to caregivers. 
Pastoral care is a person-centered, holistic approach to care that complements the 
care offered by other helping disciplines, while paying particular attention to spir- 
itual care. The focus of pastoral care is upon the healing, guiding, supporting, rec- 
onciling, nurturing, liberating, and empowering of people in whatever situation 
they find themselves. 


Martin Luther Johnson is the Jurisdictional Prelate of the First Ecclesiastical 
Jurisdiction, Church of God In Christ, New Jersey, and a retired Colonel from the 
United States Army. He is a graduate of Palm Beach Atlantic University; The 
Interdenominational Theological Center; The University of Central Texas; New 
York University, where he completed the course work for the Doctor of 
Philosophy Degree in Religious Education (ABD); the United States Basic Course 
and the Advanced Course; the Command and General College; and The 
International Seminary (Ph.D.). 
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